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Heads Welcome!
Firstly, thank you for the wonderful welcome I have been shown this 
week. It has been fantastic to meet and chat with many of you and I 
look forward to getting to know you all over the coming weeks. 
This first letter is tainted with the sad news of the death of our Queen. 
We are awaiting news from the government regarding the sequence 
of events but we will be ensuring that age appropriate curriculum 
content will be shared with the children. 
Secondly, I apologise for the 'text heavy'  first newsletter - this will 
evolve...

I would like to invite all our families to a
 'Start of Year' evening on 26th September at 6pm. It will be a chance 
to hear from me and all the teachers about what lies ahead this year, 
plus a chance for you to ask any questions you may have. 

One area that we need to address fairly quickly is that of the length of 
the school day. The DFE recently published a document stating that 
all school settings must provide a 32.5 hour week of teaching. So 
from  Monday 19th September the school gates will open at 8:20 and 
registration will be 8:30am followed immediately by the first lesson. 
The day will still end at 3:00pm. Thank you in advance for your help 
with this. 

The school website will be updated over the next few weeks as well 
as having a direct link to the school calendar. In the meantime, future 
dates are shown below. 



Reception Class
It has been absolutely lovely to meet all of the new reception children his week; they are 
settling in well and have had a lot of fun. Particular highlights have included working with Mrs 
Harris to create a sandpit in our outdoor area, exploring what happens to coloured chalks in 
the rain, using the piano and plenty of paint, water, mud and messy play! As the term 
continues, the children will be working on the topic 'Happy, healthy me!' in which we the 
children will identify how old they are, when children's birthdays are, try different foods and 
explore their feelings and emotions.

The reception children will begin forest school and PE on Thursday the 22nd of September. 
They will be divided into two groups; on the 22nd one group will do PE with Mr Trevail, and 
the other group will do Forest School with Mrs Harris and Mrs Pearce. The groups will then 
swap the next week, and continue to rotate throughout the year. A separate email with which 
group your child is in, and the clothes they will need (PE kit or forest school gear) will be sent 
out nearer the time.

A big thank you to parents and carers who have provided their child with a change of clothes 
to be kept in school. If you haven't already done so, please provide your child with a change of 
clothes in a bag that can be kept in school, tucked into the cubby underneath their peg. This 
ensures that if your child gets wet, muddy or has a toileting accident, we are able to help them 
get changed into clean dry clothes as quickly as possible. Please also provide your child with a 
book bag so that they are able to carry home reading books and materials, writing and artwork 
in one bag that they can open, close, fit things into and carry easily. Thank you to the parents 
and carers who had provided their child with a pair of wellies to wear in school; many children 
have enjoyed wearing their wellies in the mud kitchen. Finally, thank you also with your 
patience regarding Tapestry logins; the school has contacted Tapestry for support regarding 
getting the current reception team and parents/carers onto the system!

Class News

Year 1
Year 1 have settled into their new classroom really well. We have enjoyed exploring 
number patterns between 0- 10 in Maths. The children have worked really hard to spot 
missing numbers and have shown great determination in focusing on their number 
formation. They have enjoyed reading lots of stories such as 'All Are Welcome' and 'The 
Colour Monster' which has led to some great discussions about our differences and our 
feelings. The children have also really enjoyed their science lessons exploring and 
labeling different parts of the body. The children have shown a great interest in their art 
lessons. We have been focusing on using primary colours to make secondary colours, 
which has resulted in the children creating some wonderful pictures which they are very 
proud of. In Year 1 our PE day will be on a Wednesday, so please could you ensure that 
children are sent in with their PE kit on this day. 



Class News
Year 2
Welcome to Year 2 - it's been really lovely working with the class this week and watching 
how well they have settled into Year 2. We have been working hard, and the children 
have impressed with their dedication to learning and improving across the class. We 
have spent our English lesson time writing a recount of our summer holidays - lovely for 
me as I got to find out all the interesting things the children have done over the past six 
weeks. In maths, we are beginning to consolidate our work on place value - a key area in 
maths and one which is particularly important to ensure the children are secure in. 
Perhaps your child can tell you how many tens and how many ones there are in 24? 
We've had some interesting errors too, such as "there are 20 tens in 24" - it's great to learn 
from mistakes! In our afternoons, we have focused on classroom routines and how we 
can be considerate with others. A couple of 'housekeeping' items - PE is on Mondays so 
please do send your child in PE kit each Monday; also your child has hopefully brought 
home a home learning sheet today as well as their first Read Write Inc reading book to 
practise with - more on this over the coming weeks.  

Overall, Mrs Brooks, Mrs Parsons and myself have had an amazing first week, getting to 
know and work with the children, and we're really excited to have this class for the rest of 
the year - thank you Year 2!

Year 3
I am really pleased and proud of how quickly the children have adapted to the 
routines and expectations that I have of them now they are in KS2. It's been 
wonderful to see how much they have progressed since I last taught them two 
years ago and I am so happy to have them back with me again!

In Numeracy we have been working on numbers to 1000 and the children really 
enjoyed seeing how enormous a 1000 Base 10 cube is compared to a 1 cube. In 
literacy we have been exploring a range of poems about the summer and are 
working towards writing our own, with a focus on some crazy ideas of things that 
they didn't  do over the holidays. Next week we will start to read our first text - The 
Hodgeheg, and we will be exploring the world of hedgehogs and some of the 
issues they face. We are still making some final adjustments to our timetable 
however I can confirm that our PE day will be on a Friday. This will be preceded by 
music - what a lovely end to the week.



Class News
Year 4

I’ve had a lovely start to the term with Year 4: they are a hardworking and enthusiastic group of 
children with lots of positive energy, which makes being their teacher a joy. 
Our history topic is the Stone Age. Year 4 will be learning how Stone Age people hunted, lived 
and survived. We have begun the year with our class text ‘Wolf Brother’ by Michelle Paver. ‘Wolf 
Brother’ is a story about an orphaned Stone Age boy who befriends a wolf cub; the pair have to 
undertake a dangerous quest. In Literacy lessons, the children have been focusing on their 
vocabulary work and descriptive skills. 
In Science, Year 4 are studying ‘Living things and their habitats’. During the topic Year 4 will be 
learning how to group and classify living creatures, as well as considering the effect of 
environmental changes. 
Year 4 are focusing on Place Value in maths: partitioning, ordering and sequencing numbers. 

We are very excited that Mrs Grierson is teaching Year 4 music on Thursday. Mrs Butler will be 
leading Art and DT on a Tuesday. Our PE day will be Wednesday.

Year 5
Year 5 will be reading the book Holes by Louis Sachar. Over the term we will be writing letters, 
non-chronological reports and character descriptions. This ties in with our geography topic of 
the America's, where Holes is set. During our Geography we will be learning about habitats, 
mountains and how these have formed changes in our physical geography of the area. Our 
topic for science is Animals, plants and their life cycles. This will involve learning about seeds 
and pollination.

Year 6
Welcome to Year 6! 
I would like to begin by thanking the children for a brilliant start to the academic year and what 
is their final one at primary school. We have all been incredibly impressed already with how well 
Year 6 have risen to the challenge of being the oldest children at Chalbury. I am certain that they 
will continue to be role models for our school community as the year continues. Our class text 
this term will be Oliver Twist, with the children writing a variety of different genres linked to the 
story. North and South America is our topic, providing lots of opportunities for the children to 
make comparisons with where they live, as well as making connections to their work in Science. 
P.E. will be on Thursday afternoons, please ensure the children have warm clothing and 
appropriate footwear, as this term our lessons will be outside. This is a very important but also 
exciting year for this group of children with many plans already in place. In order to support 
them, please do check Google Classroom regularly, as there will be links to homework, spellings 
and other resources on there. 
On Tuesday afternoons, the Year 6 children have access to cookery lessons, this will be done on 
a three-weekly rota. There is no need for the children to bring in anything for these lessons as 
they are provided for by the school. 



Marbles:
Blue Team: Jake Y2, Cleo Y2, Buddy Y3, Rowan Y5 and Zara Y5 and all Y6
Red: Oscar Y4, Maisie Y4, Seb Y2, and Lola Y6 and all Y6
Yellow: Albie Y4, Louie Y5 and all Y6
Green: Harry Y3, Alice Y3, Mia-Bella Y5 and ll Y6

Celebrations

Office News 
Site Safety
We are looking to improve the site safety with the Trust but in the meantime we 
would like to implement a few changes.
All children will enter the school via the main gate in the morning - the carpark and 
side gate will remain closed. This is to ensure staff members can have a clear 
oversight.

Rags2Riches

We will be having a Rags2Riches clothing collection on Monday 26th September. 
If you have any of the following items you wish to recycle, they can be dropped off 
outside school on Monday 26th September before 9am. 
They DO collect: Adult and Children's clothes; shoes; bags; belts; towels; jewellery 
and accessories; Items should be in wearable condition for re-use. 

They DO NOT accept: school uniform; curtains; pillows; duvets; bric-a-brac; CDs or 
books.

A full list of what they do and don't accept can be found here

https://rags2riches4schools.co.uk/what-we-collect/


Community News

Charlbury Children's Choir - Autumn Term
Led by Charlbury based music teachers and composers Jennie Grierson and Jenny 
Mahler Larsen, this is a fantastic opportunity for any children who love to sing and 
use their voice to express themselves. We will be covering a range of musical skills 
and exploring a wide repertoire, culminating in a dynamic performance at the end 
of the term. Rehearsals will be held in The Music Room at Charlbury School on a 
Tuesday after school; 3-4pm for children in Years 1-3 and 4-5pm for children in 
Years 4-6. There will be 15 sessions this term starting on Tuesday 6th September, 
with a break for half term on Tuesday 25th October. The final rehearsal and 
performance will be on Tuesday 20th December. There will be additional 
performances this term, however parents will be informed of these via email when 
we have more details. The cost for the whole term is £70 - the first session is free to 
new members. To sign your child up please fill in the Google Registration Form 

Children's Annual Bike Rally
The Charlbury Children’s Sponsored Bike Rally is happening again this year 
on Saturday 10th September! Open to children riding balance bikes, 
scooters or bikes, and their parents, there are three routes to choose from: a 
very short circuit of the town centre taking in Charlbury's five churches; a 
medium-length route around town; and NEW this year, a ten-mile route into 
and around the Ditchley Park estate for older kids who fancy a bit of a 
challenge! For more information and to sign up visit https://ohct.org.uk/ride- 
and-stride/take-part/charlbury-kids-rally/. This year we are encouraging 
children, especially those taking on the ten-mile route, to raise money for the 
CSA (Charlbury School Association) via the sponsorship page on the link. 
Bring a picnic and hang out at the Bike Gymkhana on Wychwood Paddocks 
(the school playing field) afterwards. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsMpxeeSsrDXHeTB__CWx3GFTXr3FUNanECqUUxQF0LfdDLA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsMpxeeSsrDXHeTB__CWx3GFTXr3FUNanECqUUxQF0LfdDLA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/take-part/charlbury-kids-rally/
https://ohct.org.uk/ride-and-stride/take-part/charlbury-kids-rally/


Charlbury Street Fair - Saturday 17th September
 

Children's Fancy Dress
 

This year's theme is "100 Years of British Broadcasting"
Entry is free; just go along, in your costume (perhaps dressed as a favourite TV character) to 
the Playing Close (Co-op end) at 1.15pm and join in the fun! There are great prizes to be won 
for both individual entries and the best group.
Congratulations to Sophie and Reuben, who, along with their attendants, will lead the Fancy
Dress procession as the Street Fair King and Queen.
Congratulations also to Emily, Rosa and Georgina, winners of the Street Fair Art Competition. 
All the children's pictures (including some Highly Commended ones) will be on display in the 
Memorial Hall on Street Fair Day.

 
 

The Scintillating Science Corner
 

This year we have a new and exciting addition to our programme, ‘The Scintillating Science 
Corner’, which is being organised by a local Science teacher and will be suitable for children 
and young people. There will be five different interesting and educational activities that they 
can do and they will have the opportunity to get a ‘passport’ and stamps as they go around 
the different challenges.

Children's Science Corner
Scintillating Science Corner Only £1 for 5 activities. By the Memorial Hall

1. How steady is your hand?
2. How much electricity can you generate?
3. Make your own 3D picture.
4. Can you move a drinks can

 



Future dates: for the Diary

19th September - Year 6 Residential
26th September - Start of Year Meeting 6pm
17th -21st October - Parent Meetings
13th December - Nativity for Reception and Year 1 parents
15th December - Full Governing Body Meeting
19th December - whole school Carol Service
20th -24th March - Parent Meetings
27th April - Full Governing Body Meeting
26th June - Summer Dance
3rd July - Sports Day
11th / 12th July -Year 6 production 
14th July - Reports out


